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To profit or not to profit? That is the question. Most of you probably already know this, but I’m going to bet that there 
are a few of you who don’t…The Runners’ Club of Greater Cincinnati is, and has been since its inception 37 years ago, an 
all-volunteer, non-profit organization. This obviously means a lot of different things to different people depending on 
your perspective, but to me it primarily means that we (all of us involved with RCGC) do what we do because we love 
the sport. If we didn’t, we wouldn’t do it. Why would we? All we get out of it are fun times, fellowship, and the 
satisfaction of helping out when needed. It definitely doesn’t help pay the bills! But how does that make our events 
different than many of the other events that you may participate in here this city, or even across the country or globe? 

Well, for one, we like to put on low cost events. That doesn’t mean we don’t like to make them fun and challenging! It 
doesn’t mean that we don’t want to have a nice post-race spread – we really do. It just means that we do our best not to 
price things to make a huge profit. Obviously we have some operating expenses, but we try to keep the event prices 
down keeping in mind that most of our participants run or walk in numerous races every year, and we get that it really 
adds up. Our races are consistently below the national average in pricing, far cheaper than many comparable races! 

We also don’t typically focus a race to raise money for a specific charity, but this does not mean that we do not donate 
to charities. In fact, every year the RCGC is a partner charity with the Flying Pig Marathon in Cincinnati. We also award 
two well-deserving academic scholarships of $500.00 each to one male and one female high school track or cross-
country athlete each May. It is our belief that being a non-profit organization ourselves, our primary purpose is to put on 
a quality event for our members and not to raise money for some other cause. There are certainly plenty of other 
organizations you can find around the city that are focused on that. 

It seems lately that there are more and more runners and walkers participating in our events, and that is fantastic! To 
see so many people interested in increasing their quality of life through running and exercise is a very satisfying thing! 
Along with this, our races continue to get larger and larger, especially our trail runs, but as we are not for profit, we are 
simply interested in growing or shrinking our races based on the demand from our community – members and non-
members alike. And we’ll continue to focus on the race and how we can make it the best experience for you, the 
runners, including keeping the fee to enter club races at a minimum and family friendly. 

“You get the most out of any activity in life when you enjoy it and certainly you get the most out of running when you 
enjoy it.”… “You define success on your own personal terms in running and that’s what makes running such a great 
activity for all people.” – Richard Ferguson, Sports Psychologist 

We very much appreciate your continued support and we hope you find the material in this newsletter helpful and 
informative! Remember: this is your newsletter and we welcome your inputs. The deadline for inputs into the next issue 
of the newsletter is April 10th. You can email cincinnatirunning@gmail.com. We are also interested in receiving 
photographs! If you have a question or comment, let us hear from you. We are especially interested in receiving 
information about club members to report in our newsletter, and if you have a nomination for our next featured runner, 
please let us know that too.  

Happy New Year and Happy Running! 

-Gina 
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